


BREMER COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD
Regular Meeting February 4, 2026
Conservation Board Office
1104 South Main Street Tripoli, IA 50676
[bookmark: _Hlk181349533]Members Present: Patty Spowart, Chair; Mandie Sanderman, Vice Chair, Stacey Snyder, Kevin Korman, and Scott Whitcome 
Members Absent: none
Also Present:  Andrew Hockenson, Director; Jake Lohman and Dane Johnston with Bremer County Pheasants Forever Chapter
[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting called to order at 7:00PM by Chairman Spowart.
Sanderman moved to accept the minutes from the January 7, 2026 regular meeting.  Seconded by Whitcome and approved unanimously.     
Bremer Co. Pheasants Forever – Habitat Improvement Projects:  Bremer County PF committee members Jake Lohman and Dane Johnston were in attendance to discuss habitat projects the chapter could help support financially.  The chapter is interested in annually putting funds toward habitat projects that would help enhance and restore public areas within Bremer County.  Different locations were discussed, with brush removal at Ringneck Wildlife Area being a good upcoming project.  
Misc. Correspondence and Announcements:  The Bremer County Nature Alliance Banquet is scheduled for February 19.  As a newly appointed board member, Scott Whitcome has mandatory Open Meetings/Open Records online training due within 90 days.  
Watershed Management Authorities Update - No updates at this time.   
Area Reports and Updates:      
	- Parks:  The Bremer County Nature Alliance has pledged to match up to $10,000 for any new donations toward the cabin project. 
- Wildlife Areas: Hockenson is working on needed grant paperwork and has met with the DNR District Forester to discuss the timeline for the Forest Resiliency Grant projects at Island Access.  
- Other:
FY26/27 Budget:  Hockenson and Spowart provided an update on the budget meeting with the Board of Supervisors.  After reviewing budgets, the Board of Supervisors are looking into reducing wages from what was requested at the January Conservation Board meeting.  Health insurance figures have not yet been determined. 
Naturalist Report:  The combined Naturalist report was reviewed.  The report contained recent programs and participant numbers.  Liz and Angie attended the Winterfest Conference and came away with new ideas from several sessions.   They are going through program supplies and beginning to plan for the summer season.  There was a motion by Snyder to approve the report.  The motion was seconded by Korman.   All approved  
Open Discussion:   Next meeting will be at 7:15PM. 
Bills/Purchases:  Motion by Korman to approve the bills.  The motion was seconded by Sanderman and approved unanimously. 
Next meeting 7:15 PM March 4, 2026 at the Conservation Board Office in Tripoli.
With no other business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:15PM by Chairman Spowart. 
Respectfully submitted,					Approved: Patty Spowart, Chairman
Andrew Hockenson					___________________________________
Director						
